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more, as mania began to show itself. He was allowed stimu-
lants freely, and opium in the shape of tincture or liquor opii
(Battley’s) was given until he became more composed. He
had as much as one ounce of Battley’s sedative at a time; but,
as I thought it might not be quite genuine, I tried powdered
opium, at first in the dose of one scruple, and afterwards inthat of half a drachm. I found that the more I increased the
dose the better was the effect ; so that the day after I gave
him the scruple I gave him the half-drachm, and with evident
advantage. Once or twice I deemed it advisable to give him
three or four grains of calomel; and upon one or two occasions
he had four grains of morphia for a dose, and took a mixture
of quinine with ether, &c. In one day he had Battley’s sedative.
one ounce; powdered opium, two drachms; and about eight
grains of acetate of morphia......I may observe that in the way
of stimulus my patient took twenty ounces of brandy, ten
ounces of wine, and two or three pints of porter; and, as food,
had eggs and beef-tea.* 

* He is very much. better, but is weak,
and has occasionally slight relapses. He now takes [daily ?]
twelve ounces of brandy, six ounces of wine, three pints of
porter, milk, four eggs, and chicken or chop. He also takes a
mixture, containing in each dose four grains of disulphate of
quina, half a drachm of compound spirit of sulphuric ether,
twenty minims of chloric ether, and one drachm of compound
spirit of ammonia; and, in two doses, he takes four scruples of
powdered opium every night. "
As my present object is merely to show the length to which

this mode of treatment may be beneficially carried, I have no
wish to occupy space in your valuable columns by quoting a
more particular description of this patient’s case, but shall
conclude by leaving the facts above stated to speak for them-
selves.

I am, Sir, yours very faithfully,
RICHARD OLIVER, M.D.

ERRATUM.-IN THE LANCET for Aug. 15th, p. 167, line 22 from the bottom’
for "upon age and practical conjectLire," read "upon a grand practical con
.iecture."
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ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL.

ELEPHANTIASIS OF THE CLITORIS, ATTAINING TO THE SIZE OF A
SMALL, ADULT’S HEAD; SLTCCESSFUL REMOVAL.

(Under the care of Mr. ALEX. MARSDEN.)
WHEN we first glanced at the patient, the subject of the

tumour about to be described, who lay on her bed undergoing
examination, we thought it a case of elephantiasis of the
scrotum, but recollecting that the ward was filled with females,
we had no difficulty in coming to the conclusion that an ex-
ample of elephantiasis of the clitoris was before us. This affec-

tion, as we had occasion to point out in a former ’ Mirror," is
by no means a common one in cold and temperate climates,
hence somewhat rare in this country; but in India especially,
in Turkey, and also in Persia, the disposition to hypertrophied
growths of the genitals is by no means uncommon. We have

authority for stating that the women of Thibet and Tartary
are subject to fibro-cellular enlargements, but that they are
rare comparatively amongst the Chinese. Had it been other-
wise in the last, we might repeat with certainty that the affec-
tion is common in hot climates, but it is not altogether the
case. For, again, the women of the South Sea Islands, although
repulsive in their habits, are rarely affected with such enlarge-
ments. Within the last ten months we have met with four

* This, while it may serve to exemplify the general nature of the requirec
res’imen. is presumed to mean the allowance on some particular day.&mdash;R. 0.

examples in the London hospitals, which have been noticed in
our " Mirror." The first of these was associated with malig.
nant disease, under Mr. Canton’s care at the Charing-cross
Hospital, (see THE LANCET, vol. ii., 1856, p. 512;) the second
was also under the same gentleman, the disease being hyper-
trophy, (ibid., p. 650;) and the two last were hypertrophy of
the clitoris and nymphse combined, under Mr. Coote’s care at
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. (THE LANCET, vol. i., 1857, p.
452.) All these were removed, the two first with the knife,
the two last with the &eacute;craseur; but it is a singular fact, that
three out of the four were " unfortunate" women, as was also Mr.
Marsden’s patient. The tumour in the following case hung
down between the legs, was very pendulous and heavy, and as
large as a small adult head. It had a well defined thick

pedicle, was removed with much facility by the method de.
scribed, and scarcely any blood was lost; in composition it re-
resembled the structure of all growths in similar situations,
being fibro-cellular, with a preponderance of the white fibrous
element.

Sarah P-, aged twenty-four, married three years, and has
had no children. She contracted the venereal disease when
only fourteen years of age, but the tumour of the genitals first
commenced to grow about three years ago, and progressively
increased till it had attained to a large size, and totally stopped
up the outlet of the vagina. She was admitted into the hos-
pital on the 6th of July, when on examination it was found that
the tumour grew from the corresponding part of the genital
organs to the clitoris, and upper part of the nymph&aelig;, but very
much implicating the latter, as well as nearly closing the
vagina, from the adhesions it had formed during the process of
growth. She was submitted to operation on the 20th of July,
under the influence of chloroform. A double ligature was
passed through the centre. of the neck of the tumour, and tied
above and below with firmness; the neck was then divided
with the knife, and the tumour was detached. There was a
little haemorrhage, which was controlled by a few touches of
the actual cautery. From the time of the operation to the
present moment she has gone on without a single bad symptom,
and the external parts have assumed a natural appearance and
a healthy and normal condition.
The following is a description of the growth by Mr. F. J.

Gant:-The tumour is the size of a very large cocoa-nut, and
weighs thirty ounces. It is pear-shaped and pedunculated, and
grew from the anterior commissure of the labia majora, and
from the situation of the clitoris. Externally it has the cha-
racter of true skin, thickened and corrugated here and there.
On section it is firm but succulent, of a creamy-white colour,
and slightly vascular. It consists almost exclusively of white
(cellular) fibres, disposed in a dense mesh-work, with abundant
granular matter intermixed, and is a variety of the fibro-cellular
growth.


